
 

 

Issue #2 Summer 2010 

Ladyvet Animal Hospital 

In this month’s issue: 
*Heartworm disease and why you should know 
about it. 

*Keeping your furry friend cool in the summer 

*Ladyvet Pet Of The Month 

What is heartworm disease? 
Heartworm disease is caused by a worm called “Dirofilaria immitis”.  
Heartworms are most commonly found in dogs, however, they can infect a 
wide variety of mammals. Adult heartworms generally live in the heart and 
major arteries of the lungs, although they may be found in other parts of the 
body. As a mosquito feeds, these microscopic larvae are deposited on the 
dog and quickly penetrate the skin to begin their migration towards the dog’s 
bloodstream, and then make their home in the heart and lungs.  This disease 
can be deadly. 

How do I get started? 
Please ask a staff member today about how you can place your pet on this very 

important prevention! 

Did you know? 

*Heartworm disease is found in all 50 states 
in every season of the year  

*Heartworm disease is transmitted through 
mosquito bites. All it takes is one bite to your 
pet to become infected with this parasite. 

*You cannot tell if your pet is carrying this 
disease with the naked eye.  Only a blood test 
by a veterinarian can show if your pet is 
carrying the parasite. 

*Treatment for heartworm disease can cost 
up to $1000 or more.  Monthly prevention 
can be as low as $7 a month. 

How can I protect my pet? 
You can start your pet on a monthly beef chewable tablet called Heartgard 
Plus. Heartgard Plus is formulated to taste like a “treat” to help prevent 
this deadly disease. Before starting your pet on preventative, it is important 
that he/she be checked for heartworm disease first.  This test requires 3 
drops of blood and takes 8 minutes to run, so you can know the results 
before you leave the clinic.  This test also can detect 3 different tick-borne 
diseases.   

W8638 Hwy 8 Ladysmith, WI 54848 

Phone: (715) 532-5539 

Fax: (715) 532-5639 

www.ladyvetanimalhospital.com 

ladyvet@chibardun.net 

Questions? Comments?  Please email us at ladyvet@chibardun.net. 
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Pet Of The Month 
“Mork” Scidmore 

*Never leave your pet in a car 
unattended! 

*Watch out for fertilizers and 
deadly plants 

*Prevent free access to pools and 
spas 

*Keep an access to clean, cool 
drinking water available at all 
times. 

*Keep your pet on heartworm 
prevention and flea and tick control 

*Don’t put your pet in the back of a 
truck- they can be accidentally 
thrown into traffic if you need to 
slam on the brakes 

Tips to keep your 
furry friend cool  

and safe this 
summer 

In Loving Memory of Dickens 

“Mork” was first presented to us this spring for coughing. After he did 
not get better with antibiotics, Dr. Vicki then did x-rays of his chest 
that showed a ruptured diaphragm, which allowed much of his 
intestines to move forward into his chest cavity, making it very hard 
for him to breathe.  The surgery to correct this is very risky, and 
required a board certified surgeon from Minnesota to come to LVAH 
to perform it.  During surgery, Mork had to be monitored very closely 
as he could not breathe on his own while under anesthesia, and the 
staff had to “breathe” for him by gently squeezing oxygen into his 
lungs.  Our surgeon, Dr. Kobluk, removed not only Mork’s intestines, 
but also a good part of his stomach and his entire spleen from his 
chest!  Mork does not even weigh 8 lbs, and about a pound of him was 
in his chest.  Mork was sent home the next day with instructions to 
keep him quiet.  When the staff called the next day to check on Mork, 
the owners main concern was how to keep him quiet.  When his 
sutures came out in 2 weeks, he was breathing normal and his chest 
sounded clear.  Mork was the first diagphragmatic hernia surgery 
done at LVAH, and everyone was happy that Mork can continue with 
his love and passion for life.  

Our clinic cat, Dickens, recently passed away from cancer.  
Dickens had been steadily losing weight, and Dr. Vicki 
performed surgery on him to confirm that the cause was indeed 
cancer.  He was euthanized here at the clinic surrounded by the 
staff who spoiled and loved him dearly.  Dr. Vicki believed it 
was the humane thing to do, since his condition was so 
debilitating.  Dickens was 14 years old, and spent his days 
lounging around the clinic and greeting clients everyday.  He 
will be missed greatly by anyone who had the opportunity to let 
him cuddle up on your lap.  

Questions? Comments?  Please email us at ladyvet@chibardun.net. 


